TAKING THHZ MEXT RIGHT STEP. . .

Lead Kindly Light
By Cardinal Jobm Hevpry Newman f1833)

Lead, kindly Light, amid th” encircling glootm,
Lead Thou me on;
The nightis datk, and I am far from home,
Lead Thou me on;
Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see
The distant scene; one step enough forme.

Whenever | found myself getting upset, discouraged or
angry about what was going on in my life orin the world my friend
Brother Mike used to encourage me to ask Sod not for the
solution, naot for a vision of what will carme but “far the next right
step.” That's wise counsel but tough to hear for someone who
weants to ge tthings fixed as quickly and asthoroughly asis possible.
Give me acrisis and I'll get right to work, making calls, assembling
resource s, and advocating. Thisis a position that worked well when
| was a counselor and people often needed immediate responses
to keep thern safe or avert barren shelves school expulsion or
hormelessness,

It doesn't work so well, howewer,
when dealing with sesteric problems like
injustice, abuse, paolarization, and fear. That's
wehen taking the “next right step” comes in
and it's often, in my view, painfully slow and
inefficient. I'm not good at patience and
waiting. When | was pregnant with my second
son, the doctor told me on February 2 that
he'd be born “any day now” | paced, |
“awfulized,” | was  uncomfortable. I
cormplained, moaned, and felt out of contral
not just for days, but for more than two
weeeks Eighteen days later | cradled new-born lerermy in my arms.
In retrospect | realized that time of waiting was needed to give me
the gift of my son—and | remain grateful.

Like rmany Catholics 'm appalled by the sexual abuse
scandal in the church. It makes me physically sick. Whatever is
done feelslike no mare than spitting in the acean. Big changes are
needed and one thing's for sure, as Pope Francis said, there has to
be an end to the clerical culture. Okay, | sav —let's get busy and
clean up this mess. Give me a broom. | want the horror and shame
of this sin to be gone. The reality is that the effects of this scandal

wiill linge r far longe r than when any new protective sesterms are put
inplace and maybe alot of things need to be destroved and re built
in this process. And so | feel the pain and sit in the muck as | pray
and lament. Much as | want to “fix’ things, this, for me, seerms to
be the next right step far now.

It's the same with what is going on in our country right
nowy. Like most & mericans | hate living in a divided nation. | don't
like beingwith people when there are things—important things we
“ran’t talk about” | applaud ewents that bring people from
differing side s of the spectrum together to get ta know each ather
as persons and often discover the other is not the enery and we
have ruch more in common than we are different 1t seems so
small but the seeds of new life and healing are there, so
acknowledging the pain, griewing, patience and involevement are
the next right steps for me now.

| weork with and love immigrants and refugees and | am
saddened that many people fear the m and don't want therm in our
country. S0, mavbe ry next right step is to share their storie s with
people who haven't had the apportunity to know immigrants and
refugees so perhaps the fear slowly—often very slowly —be gins to
melt and these newcomers are seen as people like themselves
trying to protect their families from violence and hunger as any
parent would, It's a painful process for all of us.

Mavbe our communal next right step
iz being willing to enter the cloak of night that
seems to be enveloping us now—tao sit in the
grief and uncertainty of the Saturday after the
crucifixion; not knowing but hoping there will
be a resurrection. It's painful here. | can't see
riy hand in front of myw face. | don't knowe if
anvone else is here. There could be an unseen
rmaonster lurking nearby ready to devour me.
I'rm not sure if |—or we —will survive. But bleak
and frightening and painfully slow as this is it
just might be exactly what is needed to restare
us. It rerinds e of the time | fussed and complained in the weeks
before lerermy’s birth but late rwas joyful and fille d with gratitude as
| nestled him close to my heart and was caressed by his sweet baby
breath and the music of his baby sounds. It was worth it The time
of waiting wasn't pleasant. | wouldnt have chosen it, didn't like it,
but it was needed.

%o for now I'm choaosing to live in the uncomfortable place
of unknowing and tension. | don™t like it, but | believe it is the next
right ste p. Arvone willing to join me?

—Angela snno

5t LEQ FOOD PANTRY
MONTHLY OVERHEAD SPONSORSHIP

5t Leo Food Pantry is seeking organizations that would be willing to “Sponsor® Rent %1,250.00
th of ati t b to the right).

one month of our operating cost (see numbers to the right) Phone /Inte et G730

Sponsor's name will be recognized in the food pantry foyer, on 5t Leo's

P o : , panEry TEVET, ) , Gas & Electric 79711

weebsite, in the monthly newsletter and in the weekly Sunday bulletin during

their month; and if interested, the organization’s members would be welcome G2 ater Works 104.65

t lunteer b king in th t i lie nts.

ovolunteer by working in the pantry serving our clients St il e
if interested, please contact Casey Bedr at 513-921-1044 x 30, Insurance 2553
chetrstleofmaol com, or maif to: Casey Belz, 5% Leo the Great Charch
2573 Saint Leo Place, Cincinn afi, O 35225, Total Monthly Overhead 5232353




